The readings today emphasize that power and privi-
lege are very different in the reign of God than they
are in the world. Isaiah reminds us of the suffering, the
affliction, the powerlessness of the Suffering Servant
who gave his life for our sins. The Psalm and Hebrews
describe the loneliness and fear of waiting for the com-
ing of God’s reign in a world that values power over ser-
vice and sacrifice. The readings remind us to rely upon
God in a world that mocks sacrifice for the unworthy
and the weak. Mark describes the ambitions of the apos-
tles, James and John, who had the arrogance to ask for
positions of power and privilege. The other ten apostles
became indignant when they heard this because of their
own ambitions to hold positions of power, authority, and
glory. Jesus’ response contrasts how power and authority
are used in the world and how they are used in the reign
of God. Jesus understands that power is service and sac-
rifice in God’s world.

SERVICE AND SACRIFICE

In today’s readings we see the stark contrast between
the world that reflects human values and a world that
reflects God’s values. Who among us does not long to
have more control, more power over our own lives?
Who among us does not wish for the comfort of privi-
lege, the ease of authority, and the pleasure of being
served? Few if any would forsake power, privilege, con-
trol for the opportunity to serve. Of course, we all think
that we would use our power justly, wisely, generously;
but unless our power is rooted in service and sacrifice, it
will always be misused. Jesus makes clear that until we
understand that sacrifice and service are at the root of
real power, we are unworthy of the mantle of authority.

Today’s Readings: Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 22; Heb 4:14-16;
Mark 10:35-45 [42-45]
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